
Did you know?
Adhered masonry veneer requirements

How does the 2007 State Building Code address adhered 
masonry veneer?

The 2007 State Building Code, which adopts the 2006 International 
Residential Code and the 2006 International Building Code, addresses these 
types of products in a similar manner.  

IBC section 1405.9, titled “adhered masonry veneer,” states the veneer must comply 
with the applicable requirements in that section, and also sections 6.1 and 6.3 of ACI 
530/ASCE 5/TMS 402.  The IRC is a little more diffi cult to track since there is no 
separate section. Table R703.4 does however address adhered masonry veneer, but 
would imply that everything in the table is meant for anchored veneer which has a 
similar application as brick. Table R703.4 does, however, reference footnote “z” which 
is specifi c to adhered masonry veneer. IRC Table R703.4 footnote “z” points to the 
same document as the IBC which is ACI 530/ASCE 5/TMS 402 sections 6.1 and 6.3.

What are the specifi c code requirements for installation of adhered 
masonry veneer?

The model code 
gives little direction, 
other than the IBC, 
which addresses if 
the product is used 

in the interior, and supported 
with wood, then the defl ection 
rating is required to be 
increased. Within the standard 
that is referenced in both the 
IRC and IBC, adhered veneer 
is addressed specifi cally in 
Section 6.1 and 6.3, Section 
6.3.2.3 states that “… backing 
shall provide a continuous, 
moisture-resistant surface to 
receive the adhered veneer.” 

Q:

A:

?

The installation of adhered masonry veneer is addressed in the 
2007 State Building Code, which adopts the 2006 International 
Residential Code and the 2006 International Building Code.

Q:
A:
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While this is a little vague, the general provisions 
of IRC R703.1 and IBC Section 1403.2 both 
state in part “ … The exterior wall envelope 
shall be designed and constructed in a manner 
that prevents the accumulation of water within 
the wall assembly by providing a water-resistive 
barrier behind the exterior veneer.” The IRC then 
references Section R703.2 and the IBC points to 
Section 1404.2. Both sections are titled “Water-
resistive Barrier.” Both the IRC and IBC state 
that a minimum of one layer of No. 15 asphalt felt 
complying with ASTM D226 or other approved 
water resistive barrier, shall be applied over studs 
or sheathing of all exterior walls. 

There is no specifi c direction about how to install 
adhered masonry veneer products other than they 
need do be designed for differential movement 
and a weeps system as “specifi ed in the standard.” 
There is no language on the clearance to grade, the 
type and weight of the lath, the lath attachment or a 
mix for the masonry that adheres the product to the 
substrate or lath. As a building offi cial or designer, 

manufacturer’s 
installation 
requirements 
and evaluation 
reports, when available, are the only place to 
receive any direction for these types of products 
and or individual components.

Do the provisions for stucco apply 
to these types of adhered masonry 
veneer products?  

No. While it appears to be a similar 
application, the code addresses 
them differently. Manufacturer’s 
installation instructions will apply in 
almost all cases. ICC has acceptance 
criteria for precast stone veneer 
AC-51, this is minimum criteria a 
manufacturer must meet to gain an 
ICC evaluation report. AC-51 does 
not recognize the products the same 
as stucco either.
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Have an electrical 
complaint?

You can express 
electrical 
complaints in 
a proactive

manner by 
reporting 
violations as a 
formal complaint. 

For details, visit:   
www.electricity.state.mn.us/
Complain/index.html. 

Sign up to receive 
rulemaking updates
DLI rulemaking information 
for CCLD is online at 
www.doli.state.mn.us/
rulemaking_activity.html.
 
To receive notices of agency 
rule proceedings register at 
www.doli.state.mn.us/docs/
rules_reqnotices.doc or print 
the Word document from the 
Web site, complete it and 
mail it as directed. 

Visit the contact page at:
www.doli.state.mn.us/ 
ccldcontactus.
The CCLD phone and 
e-mail address list includes 
contacts for specifi c issues.

Not sure who to 
call at CCLD?
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