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Members present 
Sean Curran 
Lee Ingrassia 
Michael Johns 
Margaret Kasting 
Stacy Kohlnhofer  
Julie Olson 
Steve Patton 
Rob Rangel 
Cori Wentzlaff 
Gary Westman 
 
Members absent 
Mary Abraham 
Robert Johnson 
Claire McCoy  
Susan Pilon 
Ryan Shaughnessy 
Cindy Van Eyll 
 
 
 

Visitors and staff members present 
Kate Berger 
Jon Brothen 
Natalie Haefner 
Kathy Hanson 
Ralph Hapness 
Mike Hill 
Steve Hollander 
Karen Kask-Meinke 
Chris Leifeld 
Mark McCrea 
David Musielewicz 
Melissa Parrish 
Karen Ryba 
Lisa Smith 
Jessica Stimac 
Elizabeth Wefel 
Lisa Wichterman 
Laura Zajac 
Christine Zimmer 
 
 

Call to order 
The meeting was called to order at 9:02 a.m. by co-chairman Gary Westman. Announcements 
and introductions were made. 
 
Approval of the agenda 
Meg Kasting moved to accept the agenda as presented and Julie Olson seconded, all approved. 
The motion passed. 
 
Approval of the minutes 
Meg Kasting also moved to accept the March 16, 2016, meeting minutes as presented. Steve 
Patton seconded, all approved. The motion passed. 
 
New business 
Department/legislative update – Chris Leifeld 
Assistant Commissioner Chris Leifeld gave an overview of the handout related to House File 
2478, specifically to Article 2, Section 2, which was the only update since these were reviewed 
at the last WCITF meeting. A general agreement was reached regarding the ambulatory surgery 
center reimbursement systems and resources. 
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Case law update – Laura Zajac 
Laura Zajac provided a handout and spoke about the three WCCA cases arising out of and in the 
course of Williams v. ISD 2396, Kubis v. Community Memorial and Hohlt v. U of M. The Kubis 
and Hohlt decisions have been appealed to the Supreme Court. 
 
Fines and collections – Ralph Hapness 
Ralph Hapness gave a PowerPoint presentation and provided handouts about compliance 
requests for information. Additionally, he discussed late filings, penalties and prohibited 
practices. For additional information, task-force members are encouraged to review the 
Collection and Assessment of Fines and Penalties Report found online at 
www.dli.mn.gov/WC/Pdf/fines_penalties_report15.pdf. 
 
Rehabilitation Review Panel recommendations – Chris Leifeld 
Assistant Commissioner Chris Leifeld provided a handout about and gave a summary of the 
recommendation by the Rehabilitation Review Panel (RRP) to DLI to amend Minnesota Rules 
5220.1900, subp. 1f(B), such that the $10 an hour fee reduction applies when the costs of 
rehabilitation services billed by the qualified rehabilitation consultant exceed $7,541. The RRP 
also recommends annual adjustment of the $7,541 threshold based on the statewide average 
weekly wage. Additionally, subpart 6a would include language to increase the two-hour limit in 
any 30-calendar-day period to a six-hour limit of professional time. 
 
Vocational rehabilitation video on the DLI website – Mike Haire 
Mike Haire announced a new video is available on the DLI website explaining how DLI’s 
Vocational Rehabilitation unit uses technology to facilitate a faster return to work for injured 
workers. The video is online at www.dli.mn.gov/WC/Vru_Video.asp. 
 
DLI ombudsman – David Musielewicz 
David Musielewicz, ombudsman, Workers’ Compensation Division, reported his office provides 
advice and assistance to employees and small businesses that need help understanding and 
navigating the workers’ compensation system. The ombudsman may be able to assist injured 
workers to understand their rights and obligations under the law, and how to prepare for 
settlement negotiations or mediation. He also contacts other parties to help resolve disputes or 
makes referrals to other available resources. 
 
Reports/meeting schedule 
– The most recent edition of COMPACT is online at www.dli.mn.gov/WC/Compact.asp. 
– The WCITF meeting schedule, agenda and approved minutes are available online at 

www.dli.mn.gov/Wcitf.asp.  
– The remaining 2016 meetings are Sept. 21 and Nov. 16. 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 10:39 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Carrie Rohling 
Executive Secretary  
 

This information can be provided to you in alternative formats (Braille, large print or audio). 
An Equal Opportunity Employer 
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